




Alfred J. Davis, Sr. leads 
new Community 

Services Department

In July, Alfred J. Davis, Sr. 
was appointed as the City 
of Auburn’s �rst Community 
Services director. Though he 
is new to the position, Davis 
isn’t new to the City or its 
community development 
efforts. 

Davis returned to the City 
after a substantial career 
in local government and 
economic development that 

has its roots in Auburn. Davis became acquainted with 
the City’s operations during his time as a master’s 
student in political science at Auburn University. He 
interned with the City and completed his thesis on 
Auburn’s wastewater treatment systems. During his 
last summer at Auburn University, he interned with the 
Environmental Protection Agency in Washington D.C. 
and accepted a position as a program analyst with the 
EPA after graduation. 

A year later in 1987, Davis returned to Alabama when he 
accepted an opportunity to become the City of Auburn’s 
�rst assistant to the Public Safety director. Soon after, 
he transferred to the City’s Economic Development 
Department as a community development of�cer where 
he managed the City’s Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program. Four years later, he became 
the City’s �rst Environmental Services director. After 
12 years of building the new department, Davis moved 
to North Carolina to become the City of Durham’s Solid 
Waste Management director. 

Davis became the City of Tuskegee’s �rst city manager 
following the city’s transition to a council-manager form 
of government in 2005. He went on to serve as the 
executive director of Central Alabamaworks in 2013. 
He became the director of workforce development for 
Southern Union in 2017 and 
served there until returning to 
the City in July.

“I wouldn’t have left Southern 
Union for any other reason,” 
Davis said of his opportunity 
to return to  the City. “We’ve 
always had a strong council 
here, but in addition to 
that, we’ve always had an 
excellent management team. 
Very professional, very skilled 
and it’s unique. I’ve been in 
a number of organizations 
that had good people, but 
this one is clearly outstanding 
in terms of its management 
team.”

As Community Services director, Davis is responsible 
for the operation of the City’s CDBG program, 
including housing rehabilitation, construction of new 
affordable housing, reconstructing substandard houses 
and demolishing dilapidated structures. Davis also 
administers the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s (HUD) Section 108 Loan Guarantee 
Program, micro-loans and manages the Minority 
Business Enterprise and Women’s Business Enterprise 
activities. 

Previously a division within the Economic Development 
Department, Auburn’s City Manager created the 
Community Services Department in early 2018 to help 
enhance the City’s neighborhood development and 
improvement program and further the impact of the 
CDBG program.

“Our work is a critical part of what the City of Auburn 
does,” Davis said. “What we do directly impacts 
people’s daily lives. By Community Services having 
its own identity and place, we’re able to put that much 
more focus on what we do and the services we provide.”

Along with the organizational move, Community 
Services relocated to and now manages the Boykin 
Community Center at 400 Boykin St. With the new 
�tness center and the upcoming addition of Auburn 
University Health Care Clinic and Education Center, 
the center is transforming from a recreation center into 
a true community center with a variety of resources for 
residents of Auburn. 

Moving forward, the department will be a vital part in 
implementing the Northwest Auburn Neighborhood 
Plan and overseeing the second phase of renovations 
to the Boykin Community Center in addition to its 
annual CDBG duties. In 2019, Davis and his team plan 
to engage residents in a community-wide dialogue to 
identify housing and community development priorities 
and HUD funding priorities. 

In the meantime, Davis invited the community to stop 
by Community Services and visit the new Boykin 
Community Center. He can be contacted at (334) 501-
7280 or adavis@auburnalabama.org.
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Due to space considerations, we are unable to publicize events that are not directly affiliated with a City department.
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Toddler Tim
e  

9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Toddler Tim
e  

9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Show and Tell 
Book Club 

3:30 p.m. 

STEM
 Storytim

e 
10 a.m.

Gam
er’s Society 

4-6:30 p.m.

Gam
er’s Society 

4-6:30 p.m.

Preschool Storytim
e 

9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Puppet Shows 
10:30 A.M. & 3:30 p.m.

Preschool Storytim
e 

9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

STEM
 Storytim

e 
10 a.m.

Holiday Art Sale 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Jingle Jog 5k and Santa 
Stroll Fun Run 
7 and 7:30 a.m.

Polar Express 
Holiday Celebration 
9 a.m., noon and 2:30 p.m.
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Auburn Public Library
auburnalabama.org/library

(334) 501-3198

City M
eeting Schedule

auburnalabama.org
(334) 501-7260

Parks and Recreation
auburnalabama.org/parks

(334) 501-2930

Baby Tim
e 

9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Parks and Recreation 

Advisory Board 11:45 a.m.
Committee of the W

hole 
6:55 p.m.

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
4:30 p.m.

Tree Commission 11:30 a.m.
City Council 7 p.m.

Cem
eteries Advisory Board 

4 p.m.

2019 Splash Passes 
go on sale

Daddy Daughter Date 
Night Tickets go on sale 

online at 8 a.m.

Planning Com
m

ission 5 p.m. 

W
ater W

orks Board 4 p.m.

STEM
 Storytim

e 
10 a.m.

Baby Tim
e 

9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

M
onthly M

arket 
4:30-6:30 p.m. @

 Harris Center

Historic Preservation 
Com

m
ission 4 p.m.

Greenspace Advisory 
Board Noon

Planning Com
m

ission 
Packet M

eeting Noon
Board of Education 6 p.m.

Jam
es C

. B
uston, III 

C
ity M

anager  
501-7261 
jbuston@

auburnalabam
a.org

Kevin A. C
ow

per 
Assistant C

ity M
anager, C

O
O

 
501-7262 
kcow

per@
auburnalabam

a.org

C
om

m
unity Services 

Alfred D
avis, D

irector 
501-7280 
adavis@

auburnalabam
a.org

D
evelopm

ent Services 
M

egan M
cG

ow
en C

rouch, 	
     Executive D

irector 
501-7380 
m

m
cgow

en@
auburnalabam

a.org

Econom
ic D

evelopm
ent 

Phillip D
unlap, D

irector 
501-7270 
pdunlap@

auburnalabam
a.org

Engineering Services 
Alison Frazier, D

irector 
501-7390 
afrazier@

auburnalabam
a.org

Environm
ental Services 

Tim
othy L. W

oody, D
irector 

501-3080 
tw

oody@
auburnalabam

a.org

Finance 
Penny Sm

ith, D
irector 

501-7221 
psm

ith@
auburnalabam

a.org

H
um

an Resources 
Steven A. Reeves, D

irector 
501-7240 
sreeves@

auburnalabam
a.org

Inform
ation Technology 

G
reg N

elson, D
irector

   501-7208  
gnelson@

auburnalabam
a.org

Inspection Services 
John H

oar, D
irector 

501-3170 
jhoar@

auburnalabam
a.org 

Auburn Public Library 
C

hris W
arren, D

irector 
501-3190 
cw

arren@
auburnalabam

a.org

M
unicipal C

ourt 
Jim

 M
cLaughlin, Judge 

501-3180 
jm

claughlin@
auburnalabam

a.org

Parks and Recreation 
Rebecca O

. Richardson, D
irector 

501-2930 
brichardson@

auburnalabam
a.org

Planning 
Forrest E. C

otten, D
irector 

501-3040 
fcotten@

auburnalabam
a.org

Public Safety 
W

illiam
 H

. Jam
es, D

irector 
501-3110 
bjam

es@
auburnalabam

a.org

Public W
orks 

Scott C
um

m
ings, D

irector 
501-3000 
scum

m
ings@

auburnalabam
a.org

W
ater Resource M

anagem
ent 

Eric A. C
arson, D

irector 
501-3060 
ecarson@

auburnalabam
a.org

Public Affairs 
D

avid D
. D

orton, D
irector 

501-7266 
ddorton@

auburnalabam
a.org
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View our online edition of 
Open Line at 

auburnalabam
a.org/

openline

City Council 7 p.m.

Committee of the W
hole 

6:55 p.m.

Library Board 4 p.m.
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