




A healthy entrepreneurial ecosystem helps any 
city grow—it brings talent, businesses, jobs and 
investment capital. Entrepreneurial and Technology 
Programs, an initiative out of our Economic 
Development Department, aims to create that sort of 
thriving environment for early-stage tech businesses, 
known as startups, and to reap all of its bene�ts.
“Our vision is for Auburn to become a vibrant startup 
hub,” said Auburn Mayor Ron Anders. “By offering 
support to these developing companies, we will keep 
a competitive edge and grow the presence of tech-
based companies in Auburn.”
For decades we have run an incubation system for 
young, emerging companies. These incubators on 
Pumphrey Avenue are geared towards startups’ 
needs. They offer of�ce and manufacturing space, 
shared amenities and leases that budding businesses 
can afford. These programs exist to dually support 
Auburn startups and our economy.
Entrepreneurial and Technology Programs will assist 
startups in making valuable business connections 
with mentors or investors, by offering programming 
like seminars and workshops and by sharing available 
resources. Our goal is to help however we can. What 
we do now for startups may provide the strong footing 
needed to create lasting, pro�table tech businesses 
in Auburn.
Our collaborative partners contribute to the 
success of this entrepreneurial ecosystem. Auburn 
University’s Harbert College of Business holds 
Tiger Cage business plan competitions that produce 
startups each year. Out of Auburn University’s Samuel 
Ginn College of Engineering emerge discoveries 
and solutions that may be developed into tech 
startups. Auburn University’s Of�ce of Innovation 
Advancement and Commercialization assists with 
tech transfer. The Auburn Research and Technology 
Foundation provides consulting and offers additional 
incubator space options. 
This high level of comprehensive support for startups 
is what sets Auburn apart from other communities. 
Two outstanding examples of promising local startups 
include Flashtract and XO Armor. 
Flashtract, a cloud-based software that streamlines 
and automates the payment process for construction 
companies, won the 2019 Tiger Cage and Auburn 
Regional Alabama Launchpad competitions, amassing 
$85,000 in prize money in three days. They graduated 
from a small footprint at the Tiger Cage Accelerator-
Incubator and have been stationed at our incubator, 
Auburn Center for Developing Industries. They are on 
track to becoming a successful startup. 
XO Armor is a startup created by Dr. Michael 
Zabala, assistant professor in the AU Department of 
Mechanical Engineering. He was also part of a team 
that received the $1.275 million Auburn University 

Entrepreneurship & Technology: Looking for startups and mentors

Presidential Award for Interdisciplinary Research. 
He and his business team are developing innovative 
solutions, utilizing 3-D printing and app integration, 
for which they have recently �led a provisional 
patent application. We have introduced them to local 
expertise as they work to scale up their concept from 
prototyping to forming a business. 
If you would like to join our entrepreneurial community, 
have questions or would like to know more about 
these programs, visit the Entrepreneurship page 
of auburnalabama.org/economic-development, or 
contact the department of Economic Development at 
(334) 501-7270 or webecondev@auburnalabama.org.
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